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game appeared to be wholly in their hands. From
this new slave soil, which lies on the opposite
bank, in front of my window, Blue Lodges, Social
Bands, and Sons of the South streamed over into
these Delaware reserves, into these Kansas hunt-
ing-grounds; each boss, accompanied by his sons
and his negroes, proceeding to help himself to
the choicest lots. From St. Louis to New Or-
leans their courage was applauded, their success
predicted. In Washington the slave-dealing sen-
ators, instead of calling these Missourian planters
to account, and carrying out the law against them,
sustained them in this outrage on the free states.
By a course of partisan agitations they procured
a fresh compromise, in which it was agreed that
the question of slavery should be referred back,
generally, to the people of any unorganised
country claiming to come within the Union either
as a Territory or as a State. Such an act was
supposed by the planters of Missouri and Ken-
tucky to be an open declaration that Kansas and
Nebraska were to be organised as slave terri-
tories. But now New England came into the
field. The conversion of Nebraska from free soil
into slave soil would have carried the line of
slavery, in the western country, as high north